
Glossary

Aquifer Storage Field: A sub-surface facility for stor-
ing natural gas, consisting of water-bearing sands
topped by an impermeable cap rock.

Balancing Item: Represents the difference between
the sum of the components of natural gas supply and
the sum of the components of natural gas disposition.
These differences may be due to quantities lost or to the
effects of data reporting problems. Reporting prob-
lems include differences due to the net result of conver-
sions of flow data metered at varying temperature and
pressure bases and converted to a standard tempera-
ture and pressure base; the effect of variations in com-
pany accounting and billing practices; differences
between billing cycle and calendar period time frames;
and imbalances resulting from the merger of data re-
porting systems which vary in scope, format, defini-
tions, and type of respondents.

Base (Cushion) Gas: The volume of gas needed as a
permanent inventory to maintain adequate under-
ground storage reservoir pressures and deliverability
rates throughout the withdrawal season. All native
gas is included in the base gas volume.

British Thermal Unit (Btu): The heat required to raise
the temperature of one pound of water by one degree
Fahrenheit at or near 39.2 degrees Fahrenheit.

City-gate: A point or measuring station at which a gas
distribution company receives gas from a pipeline
company or transmission system.

Commercial Consumption: Gas used by
nonmanufacturing establishments or agencies primar-
ily engaged in the sale of goods or services such as ho-
tels, restaurants, wholesale and retail stores and other
service enterprises; and gas used by local, State and
Federal agencies engaged in nonmanufacturing activi-
ties.

Depleted Reservoir Storage Field: A sub-surface nat-
ural geological reservoir, usually a depleted oil or gas
field, used for storing natural gas.

Dry Natural Gas Production: Marketed production
less extraction loss.

Electric Utility: An enterprise that is engaged in the
generation, transmission, or distribution of electric
energy primarily for use by the public and that is
the major power supplier within a designated ser-
vice area. Electric utilities include investor-owned,
publicly-owned, cooperatively-owned, and gov-
ernment-owned (municipals, Federal agencies,
State projects, and public power districts) systems.

Electric Utility Consumption: Gas used as fuel in
electric utility plants.

Exports: Natural gas deliveries out of the continen-
tal United States and Alaska to foreign countries.

Extraction Loss: The reduction in volume of natural
gas resulting from the removal of natural gas liquid
constituents at natural gas processing plants.

Flared: The volume of gas burned in flares on the
base site or at gas processing plants.

Gas Condensate Well: A gas well that produces
from a gas reservoir containing considerable quan-
tities of liquid hydrocarbons in the pentane and
heavier range generally described as “condensate.”

Gas Well: A well completed for the production of
natural gas from one or more gas zones or reser-
voirs

Gross Withdrawals: Full well stream volume, in-
cluding all natural gas plant l iquid and
nonhydrocarbon gases, but excluding lease con-
densate. Also includes amounts delivered as roy-
alty payments or consumed in field operations.

Heating Value: The average number of British
thermal units per cubic foot of natural gas as deter-
mined from tests of fuel samples.

Imports: Natural gas received in the Continental
United States (including Alaska) from a foreign
country.

Industrial Consumption: Natural gas used for
heat, power, or chemical feedstock by manufactur-
ing establishments or those engaged in mining or
other mineral extraction as well as consumers in
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